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Editor’s
Note

When Mark brought up the idea of turning "news from the pews" into a
magazine focused on the people of WPC I was immediately on board.
And here it is! There very first issue of the WPC Life magazine. I can't
guarantee this will be monthly, but it's definitely the start of something
new. And with so many new things going on, it only adds to the
excitement in my book. In this issue you hear about upcoming events,
spotlight the work of our members, and look back at the near and
distant past of our church. I hope you enjoy it!

We're looking for contributors! While I
had lots of fun putting together these
articles, we want to hear from more

voices. If you have an idea for a story, or
would like to "report" on an event, reach

out to the church office. We'd love to
feature you in the next issue!

wpchurch@wiltonpresbyterian.org

Editor
Alison Wood
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T H E  M E M O R I A L
G A R D E N

A tranquil place for prayer, reflection, and worship 
for over 25 years.



T h e  
C i r c l e

It all started with a question posed by Janet Sprout and
Jean Terrell in a session meeting in December of 1992,
and grew into a fully-fledged plan, spearheaded by Vivian
Doak, Barbara Quincy and David Graybill. Years of
planning, testing, and vision went into the creation of
this peaceful respite, officially dedicated in 1997.

The centerpiece of the garden is the interment circle, a
burial ground for the ashes of members, family, and
friends, first visualized by landscaper Carlo Romeo in a
circular clearing under what appeared to be a cathedral
of white pines. The inner circle, which holds 72 plots,
expanded from the original 64 in 2021, is almost at
capacity. The gathering circle and its surroundings were
added in 2016 to increase our interment capabilities. 

Built before the sanctuary, 
it was considered our first

sanctuary by many. 
Summertime services in the

garden have long been a
cherished tradition.
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The care of the Garden is overseen by the WPC
Memorial Garden Committee, lead by Nancy
Gorkin, long time member of WPC and owner of
Earth Garden, a local floral designer also
responsible for our beautiful sanctuary flowers
(more on that later). 

“In 2008 I took the golden trowel” Nancy shared,
referring to a ceremonial trowel that has been
passed down to each caretaker of the garden. The
original guardian was Vivian Doak, whose marker
now rests in the garden she helped create. When
she moved to Texas, Beth Mason took over the
trowel. Nancy worked very closely with Beth for 
10 years until she moved to Maine.

The Memorial Garden committee works directly
with contractors and volunteers to keep it
maintained year round. Funding for the upkeep is
provided by WPC's Endowment fund through a
gift from Charles Agnew, made in 1998 specifically
for the garden’s maintenance, as well as fees
received from those reserving plots in the Garden
and contributions to the Memorial Garden fund.

“The garden starts its season in March with the
blooming of the hellebores (seen below), also known
as the Lenten Rose, along with the daffodils and
snowdrops,” Nancy shared. Landscapers Plantscapes
de-winterizes and clear the garden in time for Easter,
so this is the ideal time to enjoy the blooms in their
prime. 

Thanks to careful planning by the committee, it’s a
low maintenance garden that requires very little
upkeep throughout the year . “We plant only deer
resistant plants and we’ve been really lucky we
haven’t had to water much. It’s really a spring garden,
very understated,” says Nancy. Though you can look
forward to lavender and Russian sage blooming later
in the summer.∎

Vivian Doak and Beth Mason
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Sanctuary 
Flowers

Nancy has also been involved in the sanctuary flowers
for many years, though this is the first year she’s
exclusively supplied the flowers for services.

“I was just doing holidays, [otherwise] the table guild
was doing the flowers. Some of the table guild
members would commission me to do the flowers
and instead of paying me to do it, I would say make a
donation to the memorial garden,” which
substantially helped grow the fund.

The table guild was retired in the fall, opening up a
new opportunity for members to dedicate the service
flowers. Nancy graciously agreed to provide weekly
flower arrangements at cost and the member that
donates can take a unique floral design home with
them after the service. Pictured are some of those
beautiful plants and cut flowers. 

Nancy has owned Earth Garden for over 31 years, a
full service florist specializing in containers, plant
design, and events. Nancy’s love for plants was rooted
in her at a young age. “My mom asked me to help
with her house plants and I would collect seeds from
her flowers, so I was always intrigued by nature and
flowers.” She studied horticulture at Michigan State
University and went on to work at Old Westbury
Gardens on Long Island. In 1991 she acquired Earth
Garden and has been serving the local community
ever since. We’re so grateful for her time and talents.
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Special thanks to Nancy Gorkin for
contributions to this article and historical
knowlegdge of the Memorial Garden. 
To learn more about Earth Garden, visit
www.earthgardenflowers.com
located at 13 South Avenue 
New Canaan, CT 06840

If you are interested in reserving a spot in the
memorial garden, reach out to the church office
for details: wpchurch@wiltonpresbyterian.org

To make a service flower dedication, visit
wiltonpresbyterian.org and click on the 
Flower Dedication tab under Worship
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A Presbyterian Tradition

By : Julie Fowler

Kirkin'

On April 30th, we are
celebrating our denominational
roots in John Knox’s Scotland
with our second annual Kirkin
o’ The Tartans service, with a
procession of Tartans
representing the heritage of
our members and friends. The
tradition originated in the US
during World War II, when it
was introduced by Pastor Peter
Marshall at the National
Cathedral in Washington D.C. 

“Kirking” is from the Scottish
Gaelic word, “Kirk”, meaning
church, and in this usage
means “blessing”. A Kirkin
represents the gathering of
families to enter the House of
the Lord to worship and praise.
The colorful woven tartans
that are displayed during the
service are symbols of the love
and togetherness of family.
Worshippers are encouraged to
reflect with thanksgiving on
their own family and cultural
heritage, whatever it may be.

A Tartan is a woolen cloth
woven in one of several
patterns of plaid, especially
of a design associated with a
particular Scottish clan.
They’re better known as the
patterned cloth used for kilts.
Specific tartans for different
families or established
brotherhoods developed
simply because each area
liked to weave a certain
design using local herb dyes.
This is why there are many
types of tartans in many
varying colors and plaids.

The ceremony of the Kirkin’ o’
the Tartans is American in
origin, though based on
Scottish history and legend.
After Bonnie Prince Charlie’s
Scottish forces were defeated
by the English in 1746,
Scotland again came under
British rule. An Act was
passed that forbade carrying
arms and the wearing of kilts
or tartans which represented
Scottish heritage. 

This Act prompted the Scots
to secretly carry a piece of
their tartan as they went to
the Kirk. The minister then
slipped a blessing, or Kirkin’,
into the service for the
tartans. The prohibition
against tartans lasted for
nearly 50 years. When at last
repealed, the Church of
Scotland celebrated with a
Service of Family Covenant,
at which time the tartan of
each family was offered as a
covenant expression for the
Lord’s blessing.

Tartan

Scottish
History



The late Dr. Peter Marshall, an eloquent Scot,
pastor, and then Chaplain of the US Senate, led
a service in D.C. choosing “Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan”
for the title of his sermon. He had preached
many sermons in support of the British War
Relief and the Scottish Clans Evacuation Plan.
As the war continued, the D.C. St. Andrew’s
Society continued to hold prayer services for the
British subjects. These became known as
Kirkin’s.

A traditional Kirkin o’ The Tartans service has
no set liturgy, but rather incorporates various
elements of the Church of Scotland. Central to
its theme is the presentation of various tartans,
through flags and the wearing of kilts, for a
blessing. The Kirkin’ is intended to encourage
participants to reflect with thanksgiving on
their own family and heritage and to celebrate
God’s grace poured out for all generations. ∎

Sunday, April 30th, we will wave Tartans
and flags representing the heritage of
our members and friends. And no
Scottish celebration would be complete
without a bagpipe! Service will be
followed by a traditional Gaelic social
gathering called a “ceilidh”, pronounced
kālē, with Scottish treats and fellowship. 

Le gach dea-ghuí!

The Service

The Origin
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A Look Back at Lent



Celebration
OF CHILDREN



Palm Sunday



Maundy
Thursday
Dinner&
Service
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Easter Sunday
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F L O W E R  C R O S SF L O W E R  C R O S S

F L O W E R  C R O S SF L O W E R  C R O S S



THE TRIAD

April 23rd was a momentous occasion for Wilton Presbyterian

Church. As soon as you walked in the door you could feel the

energy. It’s easy to put a name to it. Hope. 

I’m sure I’m not alone in feeling the change gradually building

under the surface this spring. New energy, excitement, and

opportunity. From the Blessing’s Valentine project welcoming

newcomers to our town, to brainstorming sessions led by

Sonny Kern identifying the needs and wants of our

congregants going forward. At the Maundy Thursday dinner,

on Easter Sunday, even at coffee hour, you could feel it. Hope. 

This past Sunday all that building

energy came to a head. We clapped,

we sang, we shouted, we embraced,

we joined hands. We felt hope.

At 11:40 pm on April 23rd, the

congregation voted unanimously to

change the leadership structure of

our church in an innovative way that

is sure to bring new life to our church

and serve as an example of what’s

possible in the church universal.

Introducing, the Pastor Triad of 
Wilton Presbyterian Church!
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I love travelling!

Reverend 
Jessica Jones

After returning to Connecticut twelve years ago, she graduated from Yale Divinity School, was ordained as a
Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church USA, and was board certified as a hospital
chaplain. She has been working as a Palliative Care Chaplain at Norwalk Hospital since January of 2020; she
also supports patients in the ED, ICU, medical floors and inpatient psychiatric unit. As a chaplain, Jessica
brings a calming presence, helping patients find meaning and hope in difficult times.

Reverend Jessica Jones grew up in Wilton and grew into her
faith as a teenage member of WPC’s youth group Koinonia, led
by Rev. Jane Field. She subsequently lived in England,
Vermont, and Colorado. She spent time directing a girls’
summer camp, teaching in middle and high schools, leading
backcountry trips, and traveling in Asia.

Passionate about welcoming all people to God’s table, Jessica is a board
member of Presbyterian Promise, a non-profit organizing local Presbyterian
churches to support and empower LGBTQ+ people through outreach and
advocacy.

One way Jessica finds her spiritual center is by practicing
contemplative prayer, a meditative prayer practice involving both
movement and silence. She also enjoys hiking and canoeing, skiing
and gardening, running and reading–silently or aloud to her family:
Julia, age 4, Oliver, age 7, and Andrew, who is a bit older.

 It’s been a joy to watch Jess over

the years from college gra
d to

seminarian to ordination. Few people

possess her gifts, 
caring for others

with such gentlene
ss and

compassion. We are so fortunate

that she is going to share those

gifts with us.

-Berta Hull



The Rev. Chris Tate has served as a minister in the

PC(USA) since 2006. He has served churches in

Greenwich, New Canaan, and even a brief 1-year

transitional year at Wilton Presbyterian Church, after

the retirement of the beloved Associate Pastor Jane

Field. Chris is also active on a number of boards,

including S.T.A.R. (Stand Together Against Racism)

New Canaan, and Presbyterian Promise. He also

served as former chair of Pacific House Inc., in

Stamford. Chris has a keen interest in technology and

designing and maintaining network infrastructure.

Chris has an undergraduate degree in Drama from

Stanford University, and an MDiv from Yale University

Divinity School. Chris lives just across the border from

WPC in New Canaan, with his spouse Lauren and two

sons Henry (16) and Charlie (12).

my family

 We are excited about bringing Chris backinto WPC as part of our spiritual leadershipteam after his short stint with us a fewyears back. Chris brings an energy like noother through his musical, theatrical, andtech talents (to name a few) and we lookforward to being the recipient of hisinsightful and thoughtful sermons.
-Patty Connor

REVEREND
CHRIS TATE



Mark is a cradle Presbyterian, ordained in the United Church of Christ and has
served in the PCUSA and UCC in Presbytery, Hospice, Conference and local
church ministry in SC, NC, VA, TX, CA, NJ, NY and CT. He studied at Clemson
University, Pacific School of Religion and has training in group process (Project
Adventure), Buddhist Studies (Dharma Institute), and Church Transitional
Leadership (Interim Ministry Network). While not currently actively pursuing, he
is also a trained climbing guide, EMT and high angle rescuer. His passion in
ministry is helping congregations understand not only their call, but also how that
call is applicable to the places and circumstances in which we find ourselves daily.
As such, interim ministry has been his calling for the past 4 churches served since
2015. With a background in visual and performing arts, Mark has provided keynote
and worship leadership for Montreat Youth Conference, Presbyterian Youth
Triennium, Re:Create Conference and local and regional gatherings throughout
the US. This Summer and in January 2023, Mark will have his artwork (along with
longtime collaborator Leslie McCarthy) on display for Summer Worship at
Montreat Conference Center and the Association of Presbyterian Church
Educators national event in St. Louis, Missouri. Mark lives in Norwalk with George,
Sunflower, Jake and Daisy. When not at church or creating art, Mark loves to
explore new places, practice Mindfulness, head to the gym, kayak, or bike.

Reverend
Mark

Montgomery

In every service I attended this year, I learned so much from Mark’s
insights, teachings and perspectives. His messages and his ability to
expand our understanding of God in ways that align with our own
unique values and experiences both enlivened me and encouraged me
to build a deeper, more meaningful spiritual life - all of which has
been transformative. I’m thrilled he’ll continue to share his teachings
and ministry gifts with us at WPC in the years to come. “

-Kathy Caprino



M O V I E S  T H A T

M O V E  U S

This Spring, WPC is hosting a

women’s viewing party and

discussion of the 2022 drama

Women Talking, based on the

2018 novel of the same name by

Miriam Toews. The book was

inspired by the true events of the

Manitoba Colony, a remote and

isolated Mennonite community

in Bolivia, that suffered a series of

assaults between 2005 and 2009

by members of their own

community. 

This is the story of that isolated

community of women as they

grappled with reconciling their

reality with their faith and how

they came together to figure out

how they might move forward to

build a better world for

themselves and their children. 
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“I was really taken with how
much their faith guided the
women. It helped shape their
discussion, define their
options, and determine their
future together.”

Cathy Thomas saw an
exclusive copy of the film
when it was nominated for
Best Picture and Best
Adapted Screenplay at the
Academy Award - the latter of
which it won. She knew right
away this was a powerful film
that should be shared. 

The film was directed by Sarah Polley, a Canadian
filmmaker, political activist, and retired actress, who
also adapted the screenplay. In her Oscars
acceptance speech, she said, “[this] novel is about a
radical act of democracy in which people who don’t
agree on every single issue manage to sit together in
a room and carve out a way forward together free of
violence. They do so not just by talking, but also by
listening.”

Powerful words and something we could all do more.
In the story, the women hold a vote to choose among
three options: stay and do nothing, stay and fight, or
leave the colony. When the latter two options come
out tied in the lead, three families of women are
delegated to meet and decide.

Sarah Polley

“Ultimately, the movie, for me, was a prescription for how
women can be in community,” Cathy said of the film, now
available on Amazon Prime. “That they were a community
and would act as one was never in question, so to see them
work out their sadness, anger, disappointment, fears, and
issues with one another and between the generations was
compelling. They really listened to one another and ‘saw’
each person’s pain.”
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“There are several sub-themes that add
complexity to the main storyline:
gender and identity, societal
expectations about roles, female abuse
within a marriage, and how to raise
righteous sons,” says Cathy.

The film features an ensemble cast that
includes Rooney Mara, Claire Foy, and
Frances McDormand and was named
one of the top ten films of 2022 by the
National Board of Review and the
American  Film  Institute  and  received 

positive reviews from critics, who

lauded Polley's screenplay and

direction, the performances of the

cast - particularly Foy and Mara.

“I loved the gentle soul of Rooney

Mara’s character in particular and her

courage and self-determination in

having her baby and her choice to

love on her terms,” Cathy shared. “The

wisdom of the older women also was

so rich and compassionate.” ∎

The importance of women having discussions is the centerpiece of this film.  
WPC will host a movie showing following worship on May 7th at 11:30. 

Light lunch will be served. It can also be viewed at home on Amazon Prime. 
 

Cathy Thomas will lead a movie discussion with Gail Schneider. 
Date TBD. Details will be posted on the WPC website.
RSVP to the church office is requested for both events.

 
Women Talking is rated PG-13 for "mature thematic content"

Though not visually graphic, this film deals with frank discussion of assault. 
Viewer discretion advised.
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Do you love taking pictures? We want to see

them! Submit your photos to the church office

by June 4th to be entered into the “Spirit of

WPC” photo contest. The winner will be

featured on the cover of the next issue!

 

Faces of 
WPC
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Member

Spotl
ight

Names: Claudia & Sam Halsey

Joined: When the church was formed in the early 60s

Favorite parts of WPC: The people and the music

Favorite traditions: Maundy Thursday, Midnight run

The people are very important to us. They support us

and inspire us. We feel we’re a family. We don’t like to

miss a service - Claudia 
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Events this SpringEvents this Spring

WPC and St. Matt’s Family Ministries Decorate A Window 
Friday, May 12, 5PM

Bianco Rosso Restaurant Storefront 
 

All families are invited to stand in support of our LGBTQ+ friends and
community members as we decorate Bianco Rosso’s storefront windows

in preparation for June Pride Month.
Come prepared to paint, color, and draw uplifting messages of love!

Please reach out to Julie Fowler with any questions.
 

 
 

May 12th
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Here is an excerpt from the GMW article:

Wilton Pride and the Wilton Chamber of Commerce have announced
plans to collaborate on a program in June to celebrate Pride Month. The
initiative, called “Pride Adopt-A-Shop,” is designed to showcase support

for the LGBTQ+ community in Wilton’s local businesses, and what
organizers said will “[foster] a welcoming and inclusive atmosphere

throughout Wilton to celebrate Pride Month in June 2023. 
 

Like painting store windows in celebration of the holidays, the Adopt-A-
Shop program will allow community groups such as families, faith groups,

sports teams, theater groups, Scouts, and others to decorate the
storefront of participating businesses with Pride-themed decorations

and embellishments.
 



Confirmation is a reaffirmation of our baptismal vows. For those of us
who are baptized as children or infants, it is our parents who initially

accept the vows on our behalf. Confirmation then becomes our
opportunity to personally reaffirm those baptismal vows and claim

the grace offered by Christ in baptism. Please join us as we welcome
our current Confirmation candidates as they are presented and

welcomed into the life of the church by our wonderful congregation.
You will have an opportunity to hear first hand where they are in their
ever evolving faith journey. The statements of faith presented by our

confirmands proactively affirm their beliefs about God, Jesus Christ,
the Holy Spirit, and about humanity, the church and the world (the

context in which God, humanity, and the church interact).
 

Honoring and celebrating our high school seniors expresses that they
matter and WPC wants to continue to invest in their lives by
acknowledging them as adult members. It is an opportunity for the
entire church community to come together to affirm a young person
by name. It gives a time and space to note that real life transition is
taking place, and to communally bless and send these young adults
into the world—even if they are physically staying close to home. This
time also serves to infuse the celebration with deeper significance as
a transition for these young people into full adulthood within the
community of faith. We also affirm our ministry to them does not end
at graduation. Please come be a part of the celebration as they lead
worship and help to honor their milestone within their faith journey.

June 4th

June 11th

Grades 5-12
Joint Youth Ministries' fun finale will take us zipping and climbing through

the trees. We will welcome rising 6th graders into our group to show them
the fun and fellowship opportunities that await them next year! 

More information to follow.
 

We will celebrate the last day of church school with a sundae bar!
Ice cream before lunch? YES! Let’s kick off the summer with a sweet treat!
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he Swimmers

Child care will be provided for those under 13. Due to some violent content this movie is
recommended for those 13 and above. Please reach out to Julie Fowler with any questions.

Hope to see you there!

Throughout history, the word refugee has
been associated with the term, refuge,
which is a safe shelter that a person
resides in search of protection. Today, a
refugee is defined as a person who has
been forced to leave his home country due
to war, violence, or fear of prosecution as a
result of certain ideas and beliefs, race,
religion, sectarianism, nationality, or
political opinion.

The above definition can be found on the
internet. However, what the internet
doesn’t mention is that a refugee is
someone who struggles daily to find
something to eat, somewhere safe to stay,
possess the ability to protect their family, to
be respected, and live to their capability and
successes. A refugee is someone like us; a
human being with dreams and goals, a
person who wishes to settle with their
family and have a peaceful life; a birthright.

World Refugee day as established by the
United Nations, is June 20th each year. It is
an international observance which is
designed to raise awareness of the plight of
refugees all over the world. In recognition
of this day, the showing of, “The
Swimmers,” to our congregations and the
broader Wilton community is an opportunity
to raise local and global awareness
through this true story of real life sisters
from Syria and their ordeal fleeing to
Europe.  

“The Swimmers,” will be shown on the big
screen in Parish Hall on May 21st from 5-8
PM. Everyone is invited to bring a beach
chair or other comfortable seating if
desired. The movie is 2 hours 15 minutes
long. There will be a 15 minute intermission
to enjoy a potluck dinner, (Sign up Genius to
circulate soon,) followed by a voluntary
short discussion with Wi - Act panelists as
to how we here in Wilton are and can be
involved. Wi- Act, (Wilton Interfaith Action
Committee,) founded in part by former WPC
Reverend David Graybill, was established to
bring together people from all walks of
faith to serve the greater community.
Endeavors include refugee resettlement
among others. ∎

T
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DOWN  IN  THE  DEPTHS
Spend the evening getting to know

Cole Porter in the new production

“Down in the Depths”, a concert and

deep dive into Porter’s catalog. The

music selections range all throughout

his career, from the biggest shows to

obscure pieces rarely performed. One

might make you shed a tear and the

next will have you rolling with

laughter. 

Cabaret Singer Mel McGuire will be

accompanied by our own Rodney

Loren with a jazz trio of piano, bass,

and drums. They will be stopping in

Wilton after an opening at Curtin Call

Theater in Stamford before moving

the show   to   Manhattan   in     June.

You won’t want to miss it!

 
                                             (June 9, 1891 – October 15, 1964) 
was an American composer and songwriter. Many of his
songs became standards noted for their witty, urbane lyrics,
and many of his scores found success on Broadway And in
film. Classically trained, he was drawn to musical theatre. By
the 1930s he was one of the major songwriters for Broadway,
writing hit musicals including Kiss me, Kate and Anything
Goes. His numerous hit songs include "Night and Day", "I
Get a Kick Out of You", "You're the Top". and "I've Got You
Under My Skin".



THE TWIN
BENCHES

T h e  t e a k  b e n c h e s  i n  o u r  c o u r t y a r d  w e r e  d o n a t e d  b y  D o n  M a r q u a r t  i n
M a y  2 0 1 7 .  H e  w a n t e d  t h e r e  t o  b e  a  p l a c e  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  r e s t  o u t s i d e  t h e
s a n c t u a r y  w h i l e  w a i t i n g  t o  b e  p i c k e d  u p .  H e r e  h e  i s  p i c t u r e d  w i t h  h i s
w i f e ,   M a r y ,   e n j o y i n g   o n e   o f   t h e   b e n c h e s   o n  a  b e a u t i f u l   s p r i n g  d a y .  




